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Dissemination is a powerful tool for making the
project outcomes and deliverables available to
| internal and external stakeholders, thereby
' boosting public awareness and sustainability of
~ ' outputs in the long term. Dissemination activities

.. are primarily guided and coordinated by GSU and
=>4 VSU from the Armenian side with the strong
: " support and contributions provided by all the
Armenian project partners to deal with publicizing
issues. The links below will provide you with access
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Abstract of SMARTI

SMARTI supports the development and implementation of comprehensive
EMI pedagogical core curricula for tertiary-level teaching courses through
applying EMI for Armenia.

In Armenia the Project also aims to help the partners achieve the
requirements set by the Armenian Government:

- Increasing the employability of students through the introduction of EMI
degree programs;

- Making the Armenian tertiary education fully recognizable for the EHEA,;

- Improving the quality and accessibility of education through updated EMI
content and methods to support the HEls and the internationalization of
education in Armenia.
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https://hyperallergic.com/625180/a-war-over-patterns-symbols-and-the-cultural-heritage-of-karabakhs-carpets/
https://smarti-erasmus.eu/
https://paara.am/en/smarti-project/
https://www.vsu.am/en/artaqinkaper-en/erazmusplus/smarti/news-and-events
https://anau.am/international-relations/erasmus-ka2/
https://www.facebook.com/SmartiPAARA
https://www.facebook.com/SMARTIArmenia/?ref=pages_you_manage
https://www.facebook.com/Smarti-VSU-105638348387888
https://twitter.com/PaaraSmarti
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLA6ZtOIl_E1VOPQChXA4RQ
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipMv_g2a-FvvSGYX8PVSzw8VEwNxLRd9v4_pFpt96sMC-JLGGfVyWxwAYlasuuK4SA?key=SGgtandRTTJCdnF1eGFPVVlrZHNIWGRZT2loNUFR
http://shsu.am/smarti-en/
https://gorsu.am/en/erasmus-%D5%B0%D5%A32/
http://www.anqa.am/en/internationalization/#Tempus
https://www.facebook.com/SmartiPAARA/posts/214811820753953
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=120996333518756&id=105638348387888
https://www.facebook.com/SMARTIArmenia/photos/pcb.257752373083479/257749949750388/
https://www.facebook.com/SMARTIArmenia/posts/257752373083479

N EWS ABOUT
PROJECT ACTIVITIES

On March 17-18, 2021, an online pre-kick-
off meeting was organized by the NEO in
Armenia with the participation of the
representatives from Armenian HEls. The
main objective of the meeting was to
introduce the seven Erasmus + CBHE
projects selected under the Call for
Proposals 2020. The SMARTI Project was
presented by Mrs. Tereza Khechoyan,
PAARA Vice Rector for Foreign Relations,
who  briefly introduced the Project
description, the main aims and objectives,
planned activities, intended outcomes and
deliverables. For more details visit

From March 30 to April 1, 2021, the
of the SMARTI

Project was held.
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HYBRID COMBINED ANNUAL STEERING
GROUP MEETING AND TRAINING

On October 6-8, 2021, Goris State
University hosted a hybrid workshop on
"Hybrid Combined Annual Steering
Group Meeting and Training". On the
first day of the workshop, the participants
spoke about the monitoring conducted in
Russia in June, 2021 and the upcoming
monitoring which was to be held by the
NEO-Armenia on 15 October, 2021. The
next two presentations were devoted to
the outcomes of the Field and Desk
studies carried out by ANAU and PetrSU.

Then, the Armenian and Russian PC
Universities succinctly presented the
strengths and weaknesses of the ESP self-
study manual “Headway”, the
mechanisms and strategies of the ECTS
system implemented in their HEls and the
extent to which they are similar to or

different from the guidelines and key
features described in the “ECTS Users’
Guide”. For more details visit here.

The sightseeing trip organised by the host
University for the participants was an
unforgettable experience which spiced up
the three-day workshops full of interest-
and thought-provoking speeches,
dialogues and activities. Located in the
centre of Syunik Region, Tatev Monastery
Complex with its breathtaking scenery and
architectural beauty was well worth the
visit.

Even the cold and foggy weather could
not discourage the adventurous group
from riding the cable car which is the
longest non-stop  reversible  aerial
tramway.

One of the most significant milestones of the SMARTI Project is the establishment of the EMI Centres in PC HEIs
which will serve as a hub and a solid base for the efficient implementation of methods, techniques and

strategies for the EMI activities in terms of organisation and content. The Centres are to be equipped with

facilities and conditions conducive to ensuring a smooth flow of activities each of which will be a stepping

stone to enhancing the standards of higher education and the internationalisation of the academic programs

chosen for the project. The EMI Centres will provide training courses and give consultations on a regular basis

to the subject teachers who are expected to conduct their academic disciplines in English with a strong

emphasis on student-centred learning methodologies on the one hand and innovative approaches to research

and teaching on the other hand.


https://www.vsu.am/en/artaqinkaper-en/erazmusplus/smarti/news-and-events
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tatev_Monastery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tatev_Monastery
https://www.tatever.am/en/explore-the-site
https://janarmenia.com/armenia/churches-in-armenia/tatev-monastery/
https://www.facebook.com/SmartiPAARA/posts/119764123592057
https://www.facebook.com/SmartiPAARA/posts/119765600258576
https://www.facebook.com/SmartiPAARA/posts/119765600258576

SMARTI KNOWLEDGE

Desk and Field Study in Armenia

The Desk and Field study was implemented at each Armenian PC university. It was
conducted in the form of an online survey with 27 questions for representatives from 15
Armenian HEIs and an online follow-up student survey (14 questions) for students from 5
Armenian partner universities. The results of the field and desk studies show that there are
still many gaps in the integration of the EMI concept, harmonized methodologies, the
English language proficiency level of the staff and students using EMI. According to the

outcomes of our research, the EMI programs in 87% of Armenian universities are in line
with the ECTS system, which is an important indicator for further integration of EMI in
Armenian HEIs. In 40% of universities there is no clear understanding of the EMI program
concept and the prevailing false assumption is that the EMI program implementation
merely presupposes the translation of subject-teaching materials from Armenian into
English. As far as the main outcomes are concerned, the implementation of student-
centered technologies was highlighted as the most important approach to teaching through
EMI. The main difficulties and problems students encounter include, but are not limited to, a
rather low level of English language proficiency, a limited number and unacceptable quality
level of EMI programs. The main language barriers for teachers are speech fluency,
vocabulary and grammar.

Support for Innovative Methodology, Approaches and Tools|

Teaching through the Medium of English in order to imp
ducational Yield, inability and ionalizati

REPORT OF THE WP1 — PREPARATION

Desk&Field study in Armenia:
English as a Medium for Instruction
Student centered learning

Teacher Enhancement

Armenian National Agrarian University
Universidade Catélica Portuguesa

Petrozavodsk State University

XX, June 2021

SMARTI TEACHING AND LEARNING

CLIL-Approach Implementation at VSU

The approach which is currently being exploited at
VSU for non-English language subjects is CLIL (Content
and Language Integrated Learning). This is a strategy
which efficiently incorporates two types of English: GE
(General English) and ESP (English for Specific
Purposes). The latter is significantly important for
students since language is functional and is dictated
by the content of a specific subject. This job/career-
oriented methodology develops students’
communicative competence in their field of
specialisation and provides them with skills necessary
to meet the 21st-century labour market
requirements. The lesson plan below (for students
whose major is Physics) has been developed
according to CLIL methodology in which both the
language and the subject are cooperatively
integrated.

General English (GE)

e Vocabulary: Career
Moves

e Grammar: Modals:
Ability, requests and

e Reading: Ten ways to
improve your career

e Speaking: Discussing
ways to improve your
career

e Communication Skills:
Telephoning: Making
contact

M EET THE PARTNERS

i

H

the EU TACIS program.

For more details = PAARA Presentation.

in Syunik Region, situated in the southern part of Armenia. Being a vitally
important education and research centre of the whole region, GSU has constantly been
involved in the continual and sustainable development of tertiary education for half a

century.

For more details = GSU Pesentation.

English for Specific Purposes (ESP)

Topic: The Properties of Plasma: nucleus of one

proton, positive charge, ions and electrons, the

remnant of a molecule, completely ionized,

discharge, electrically neutral

offers e Vocabulary: Professional terms related to
Plasma Physics: thermonuclear fusion, heating
and confinement, experimental equipment
and installations, hydrogen ions, closed
magnetic system

e Word Formation: (molecule-molecular)

e Speaking: Pair-discussion on industrial
applications of Plasma Physics

e Writing: A report on Plasma Physics and its
applications

I The Public Administration Academy of the Republic of Armenia (PAARA), the
local coordinator of the Project-consortium-member Armenian institutions, is the legal
successor of RA School of Public Administration which was established in accordance
with the Government Decree N240 dated May 24, 1994, with the technical support of

©2020 Vardan Petrosyan


https://anau.am/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/WP1-Report-DF-study-Armenia.pdf
https://paara.am/en/
https://smarti-erasmus.eu/public-administration-academy-of-the-republic-of-armenia-paara/
https://smarti-erasmus.eu/smarti-project-kick-off-meeting/
https://www.wanderlust.co.uk/content/things-to-do-yerevan-armenia/
https://secureservercdn.net/160.153.137.210/53k.142.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/GSU_SMARTI_PC_kick_off.pptx.pdfv
https://secureservercdn.net/160.153.137.210/53k.142.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/GSU_SMARTI_PC_kick_off.pptx.pdfv

QUALITY ASSURANCE OF THE
SMARTI PROJECT EVENTS

The continuous quality

assurance process is

essential for the success

' "‘7;‘.‘.‘.;, ==L of the STMARTI Project.

Within the framework

of the Project the

Internal Evaluation

Working Group (IEWG)

has been set up with

one representative from

U PCOMING EVENTS each of the following
project-partner

institutions:  Armenian

b B ©2001 Wikipedia

National Centre for

Professional Education

Quiality Assurance,

Foundation (ANQA), Russian Register (RR) and Riga Technical University (RTU).
After the long-run Covid restriction, IEWG has started its activities with the evaluation of the SMARTI project kick-
representatives from partner universities will off meeting; in close cooperation with the partners, it has developed and

finally be given an opportunity to have a face-to- implemented an evaluation survey for the Desk and Field Study. IEWG has also
face collaboration. The upcoming event of the

SMARTI Project is the ESP and ECTS/Tuning
Modular training which is to be held at

held several meetings to develop the Quality Assurance Strategy (QAS) which
was finalized during the_off-line meeting in Yerevan (October, 2021).

The QAS, based on the

. Upon the completion of . PDCA (plan-do-check-

the “QA English for Specific Purposes Training”and
“ECTS/Tuning Modular Seminar”, the trained staff
are expected to disseminate the training and

act) cycle, involves the

main steps of the

seminar outputs at their home universities. They Project quality
are also supposed to organise in-house trainings : : assurance activities and
for subject teachers through sharing the : S i aims at its constant
experience and skills gained. The ESP and : fos- [ R £ improvement.  Within
ECTS/Tuning Modular will be partly or fully I _ G R el the framework of QAS,
integrated into the curriculum of all universities. | | [EWG  initiated  the
Circumstances permitting, the participants can do . 1 progress reporting
some sightseeing of the amazingly beautiful City of ' ~ | procedure for all the
Porto by visiting some of its historical and cultural | " Working Packages.
places. -
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https://www.porto.ucp.pt/en/faculty-biotechnology
https://www.porto.ucp.pt/en/faculty-biotechnology
http://www.anqa.am/en/news-events/news/implementation-of-quality-assurance-processes-within-the-framework-of-smarti/

