AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

Article 1. The Constitution of the Republic of Armenia of 5 July 1995, with the

amendments of 2005, shall be amended as follows:

"The Armenian people — taking as a basis the fundamental principles of the Armenian
Statehood and the nation-wide objectives enshrined in the Declaration on the
Independence of Armenia, having fulfilled the sacred behest of its freedom-loving
ancestors for the restoration of the sovereign state, committed to the strengthening
and prosperity of the fatherland, with a view of ensuring the freedom of generations,
general well-being and civic solidarity, assuring the allegiance to universal values —

hereby adopt the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia.

CHAPTER 1

FUNDAMENTALS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL ORDER

Article 1. The Republic of Armenia is a sovereign, democratic, social state governed

by the rule of law.
Article 2. In the Republic of Armenia, the power belongs to the people.

The people shall exercise their power through free elections, referenda, as well as
through state and local self-government bodies and officials provided for by the

Constitution.

Usurpation of power by any organisation or individual shall be a crime.



Article 3. The Human Being, His or Her Dignity, Basic Rights and Freedoms

1. The human being shall be the highest value in the Republic of Armenia. The
inalienable dignity of the human being shall constitute the integral basis of his or her

rights and freedoms.

2. The respect for and protection of the basic rights and freedoms of the human

being and the citizen shall be the duty of the public power.

3. The public power shall be restricted by the basic rights and freedoms of the

human being and the citizen as a directly applicable law.

Article 4. The Principle of Separation and Balance of Powers

State power shall be exercised in conformity with the Constitution and the laws, based

on the separation and balance of the legislative, executive and judicial powers.

Article 5. The Hierarchy of Legal Norms
1. The Constitution shall have supreme legal force.

2. Laws must comply with constitutional laws, whereas secondary regulatory legal

acts must comply with constitutional laws and laws.

3. In case of conflict between the norms of international treaties ratified by the

Republic of Armenia and those of laws, the norms of international treaties shall apply.

Article 6. The Principle of Lawfulness

1. State and local self-government bodies and officials shall be entitled to perform

only such actions for which they are authorised under the Constitution or laws.



2. Bodies provided for by the Constitution may, based on the Constitution and laws
and with the purpose of ensuring the implementation thereof, be authorised by law to
adopt secondary regulatory legal acts. Authorising norms must comply with the

principle of legal certainty.

3. Laws and secondary regulatory legal acts shall enter into force after being

promulgated as prescribed by law.

Article 7. The Principles of the Right of Suffrage

Elections of the National Assembly and of community councils of elders, as well as
referenda shall be held on the basis of universal, equal, free and direct suffrage, by

secret ballot.

Article 8. Ideological Pluralism and Multiparty System

1. Ideological pluralism and a multiparty system shall be guaranteed in the Republic

of Armenia.

2. Political parties shall be formed and operate freely. Equal legal opportunities shall

be guaranteed by law for the activities of political parties.

3. Political parties shall promote the formulation and expression of the political will

of the people.

4. The structure and activities of political parties may not contradict the democratic

principles.

Article 9. Guaranteeing Local Self-Governance

Local self-governance shall be guaranteed in the Republic of Armenia as one of the

essential fundamentals of democracy.



Article 10. Guaranteeing Ownership

1. All forms of ownership shall be recognised and equally protected in the Republic

of Armenia.

2. The subsoil and water resources shall fall under the exclusive ownership of the

State.

Article 11. Economic Order

The basis of economic order in the Republic of Armenia shall be the social market
economy, which shall be based on private ownership, freedom of economic activities
and free economic competition, and through the state policy be aimed at general

economic well-being and social justice.

Article 12. Preservation of the Environment and Sustainable Development

1. The State shall promote the preservation, improvement and restoration of the
environment, the reasonable utilisation of natural resources, guided by the principle of
sustainable development and taking into account the responsibility before future

generations.

2. Everyone shall be obliged to take care of the preservation of the environment.

Article 13. Foreign Policy

The foreign policy of the Republic of Armenia shall be implemented on the basis of
international law, with the aim of establishing good neighbourly and mutually

beneficial relations with all States.



Article 14. The Armed Forces and Defence

1. The armed forces of the Republic of Armenia shall ensure the defence, security,

territorial integrity and inviolability of the borders of the Republic of Armenia.

2. The armed forces of the Republic of Armenia shall maintain neutrality in political

matters and shall be under civilian control.

3. Every citizen shall be obliged to take part, as prescribed by law, in the defence of

the Republic of Armenia.

Article 15. Promotion of Culture, Education and Science, Protection of the

Armenian Language and Cultural Heritage
1. The State shall promote the development of culture, education and science.

2. The Armenian language and cultural heritage shall be under the care and

protection of the State.

Article 16. Protection of the Family

Family — being the natural and basic unit of the society, the basis for the preservation
and reproduction of the population, as well as motherhood and childhood — shall be

under special protection and care of the State.

Article 17. The State and Religious Organisations

1. The freedom of activities of religious organisations shall be guaranteed in the

Republic of Armenia.

2. Religious organisations shall be separate from the State.



Article 18. The Armenian Apostolic Holy Church

1. The Republic of Armenia shall recognise the exclusive mission of the Armenian
Apostolic Holy Church, as a national church, in the spiritual life of the Armenian
people, in the development of their national culture and preservation of their national

identity.

2. The relations between the Republic of Armenia and the Armenian Apostolic Holy

Church may be regulated by law.

Article 19. Ties with the Armenian Diaspora

1. The Republic of Armenia shall, together with the Armenian Diaspora, implement a
policy targeted at the development of comprehensive ties and preservation of the

Armenian identity, promote repatriation.

2. The Republic of Armenia shall, based on international law, contribute to the
preservation of the Armenian language, Armenian historical and cultural values and to

the development of Armenian educational and cultural life in other states.

Article 20. The State Language of the Republic of Armenia

The state language of the Republic of Armenia shall be the Armenian language.

Article 21. Symbols of the Republic of Armenia

1. The flag of the Republic of Armenia shall be tricolour, with equal horizontal

stripes of red, blue and orange.

2. The Coat of Arms of the Republic of Armenia shall be as follows: in the centre, a

shield with the representation of Mount Ararat with Noah’s Ark and the Coats of Arms



of the four kingdoms of historical Armenia. The shield is held by an eagle and a lion,

whereas a sword, a branch, a corn sheaf, a chain and a ribbon are depicted under the

shield.
3. The detailed description of the flag and Coat of Arms shall be prescribed by law.

4. The anthem of the Republic of Armenia shall be prescribed by law.

Article 22. The Capital of the Republic of Armenia

The capital of the Republic of Armenia is Yerevan.

CHAPTER 2

BASIC RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF THE HUMAN BEING AND THE CITIZEN

Article 23. Human Dignity

Human dignity is inviolable.

Article 24. Right to Life
1. Everyone shall have the right to life.
2. No one may be arbitrarily deprived of his or her life.

3. No one may be sentenced or subjected to death penalty.



Article 25. Right to Physical and Mental Integrity
1. Everyone shall have the right to physical and mental integrity.

2. The right to physical and mental integrity may be restricted only by law, for the
purpose of state security, preventing or disclosing crimes, protecting public order,

health and morals or the basic rights and freedoms of others.

3. In the fields of medicine and biology, eugenic practices, making the human organs
and tissues a source of financial gain, the reproductive cloning of a human being shall

be particularly prohibited.

4. No one may be subjected to scientific, medical or other experiments without his or
her freely and clearly expressed consent. The person shall be priorly informed about

the potential consequences of such experiments.

Article 26. Prohibition of Torture, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or

Punishment

1. No one may be subjected to torture, inhuman or degrading treatment or

punishment.
2. Corporal punishments shall be prohibited.

3. Persons deprived of liberty shall have the right to humane treatment.

Article 27. Personal Liberty

1. Everyone shall have the right to personal liberty. No one may be deprived of

personal liberty otherwise than in the following cases and as prescribed by law:

(1) the person has been sentenced by a competent court for committing a

criminal offence;



(2) the person has failed to obey a legitimate court order;

(3) for the purpose of ensuring the fulfilment of a certain obligation prescribed by

law;

(4) for the purpose of bringing a person before a competent authority where
there exists a reasonable suspicion that the person has committed a criminal
offence, or a justified necessity of preventing the committal of a criminal offence

by the person or his or her fleeing after having done so;

(5) for the purpose of placing a minor under educational supervision or bringing

him or her before a competent authority;

(6) for the purpose of preventing the spread of contagious diseases dangerous for
the public, as well as the danger posed by persons with mental disorder, drug

addicts and alcoholics;

(7) for the purpose of preventing the unauthorised entry of a person into the

Republic of Armenia, or for deporting or extraditing a person to another state.

2. Everyone deprived of personal liberty shall be promptly informed, in a language
which he or she understands, about the reasons for deprivation of liberty, whereas in

case a criminal charge is brought — also about the charge.
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